	[image: image1.jpg]progress through partnership

newswire






	newswire 15                                                                               March 2009

	Welcome to the latest news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire informs you about events, meetings and activities, and updates you on the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.

	PtP news

	New PtP Contract awarded

	As many of you will know, the first PtP contract ends at the end of March. A new contract reflecting the changing partnership landscape, developed by the PtP steering group, went out to tender in the Autumn.  The tender process is now complete and we are pleased to tell you that PtP will continue to be delivered by South East Employers and Shared Intelligence.  Details of the new contract and funding arrangements have yet to be confirmed.   Once the programme has been agreed with the steering group we will share the plan for the programme for the next twelve months.

	News

	Communities and Local Government (South East)

	Councils in the South East are to receive a total of more than £10 million in contingency payments, to be used as they see fit to help meet local needs and priorities as a recession-busting extra. Local Government Minister John Healey has confirmed that councils in the South East will receive their share of £100 million being made available to local authorities in England within the next few days. This funding comes from the Local Authority Business Growth Incentives Scheme (LABGI) scheme that has been in operation since 2006, and rewards councils for successfully promoting economic growth in their area. See full details on the Dept for Communities and Local Government website.

	Sustainable Communities Act 2007: Local Spending Reports - Consultation Document

	As part of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007 arrangements will be made for the production of Local Spending Reports (LSR) which will provide information on public expenditure in a particular area.This consultation paper makes proposals for how the Government will put in place the arrangements for LSR and seeks views on how these might develop over time.Deadlines for responses:
- Questions 1 and 2 on the proposals for the first arrangements for the production of LSR - Friday 3 April 2009
- Questions 3 to 5 on developing the reports over time - Friday 15 May 2009. 
Download the consultation document here. 

	Power to promote the well-being of the area: Statutory guidance for local councils

	Guidance on the extension to eligible local councils of the Power to Promote or Improve Economic, Social, or Environmental Well-Being (otherwise known as the "well-being power") has been published. Access here. 

	PtP events

	Visioning Roundtable - Responding to the recession: the role of local partnerships

	Friday 27 March, 
2:00-4:00pm,
Shared Intelligence’s offices, 1 Fitzroy Square, London,
W1T 5HE
	Aimed at senior council members, officers and their colleagues from partner organisations, this workshop will explore the implications of the recession on local areas and the role that local partnerships can and should be playing in this context. The event will be introduced by David Walker, Managing Director, Communications and Public Reporting at the Audit Commission. David will draw on ‘Crunch Time’, the Commission’s recent survey of councils’ ability to respond to the recession. To book, please contact Gemma at PtP gemma@seemp.co.uk

	Migrant workers – follow-up event

	Tuesday 31 March, 3.00-6.00pm, Shared Intelligence’s offices, 1 Fitzroy Square, London,
W1T 5HE
	Following the success of the PtP Migrant Workers Roundtable event on 20th January 2009, PtP is holding a follow-up event on 31st March. The event will explore practical approaches to managing the impact of migration, focusing in particular on how local agencies can work in partnership to ensure services respond to the challenges and opportunities of migration. Places limited. Contact Gemma at PtP for details gemma@seemp.co.uk

	Tuesday 31 March, 3.00-6.00pm, venue to be confirmed
	The latest in our series of ‘LAA Top 10 Indicator’ workshops, this event will share learning and approaches to NI 186: Per capita reduction in CO2  emissions in the LAA area. This is the second most popular NI indicator in LAAs across the south east region, appearing in 17 LAAs.

	Special alert

	New Green paper on local government from the Conservatives

	David Cameron has launched a major policy green paper setting out Conservative plans to give local communities greater powers and discretion. ‘Control Shift – returning power to local communities’, published on 17th February 2009, calls for a decentralisation of power to local people, and pledges a reduction in top-down targets. One of the controls the Conservatives pledge to abolish is Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA); further proposals will be considered for gauging how effectively public money is being spent. 
Independent public policy analyst Robert Hill says, ‘In my view, the best prospect for sustaining the trend towards greater localism lies in the next government, whatever its political colour, maintaining, extending and deepening local area agreements (LAA). The LAA process is far from perfect but it represents the best chance of building a real partnership between central and local government, where the ability and capacity of councils is increasingly recognised.’

	Other events

	Conference:  An Introduction To The Mechanics Of Empowerment 

	Portsmouth Football Club, Tuesday 31st March 2009, 10.00 – 4.00. Free.
	The Duty to Involve, which originates from the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, becomes a statutory duty as from the 1st April 2009 for local authorities and Fire and Rescue authorities, with proposals to extend the duty to a much wider range of organisations in the newer legislation,  The Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill. This conference, organised by the  Neighbourhood Training And Resource Centre, is for anyone with an interest in, or experience of, delivering empowerment for any sector. For more details click here or tel 023 9275 2002.

	PtP Learning events

	Learning Modules                                                                              

	This series of short stand-alone learning modules is aimed at elected members and partners to help increase awareness and understanding of partnerships, and the opportunities they present. The following modules are currently available on our website: ● Community Leadership ●Scrutiny of partnerships ● LAAs and partnerships, and ● Community Engagement. If you would like support to run a module please contact peter@seemp.co.uk or click here for more information.

	PtP course – Making Partnerships Work

	This three-day bespoke course is available to LSPs, and the feedback from the most recent one has been particularly positive. The elements in the course which delegates found most useful were: the relationship between individual profiles and the group context of partnership working; how work on Local Agrea Agreements (LAAs) and Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) is developing elsewhere; and the one-to-one feedback sessions for MBTI (Myers Brigg Type Indicator) and Occupational Personality Questionnaires (OPQ). A typical comment in the post-event evaluation was: ‘A very useful, highly enjoyable course which increased my knowledge of how to develop successful partnerships and the skills involved.’ 

	new resources

	Our Top 10 Indicators’ workshops focus on the most popular  national indicators in LAAs across the South East region. The first event, on childhood obesity, transport planning, and physical activity, on 9th December, helped practitioners to explore how they can collaborate more effectively at district, county and regional level. GOSE officers also attended and will be helping unblock some of the identified barriers. All presentations available on our website. 

	The IDeA has recently published a new brochure entitled ‘RIEPs: a Councillor’s Guide'. This provides an update for elected members on the nine Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnerships (RIEPs), their achievements to date and what support they can offer local partnerships. The nine RIEPs were created in April 2008 with a three-year funding package of £185 million from Communities and Local Government. The RIEPs are the successors to the Regional Improvement Partnerships and Regional Centres of Excellence.

	Progress through Partnerships (PtP) is the south east region’s capacity building programme for local strategic partnerships (LSPs).  It is governed and funded by Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – the regional improvement and efficiency partnership for the south east.
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