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	Welcome to the latest news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire informs you about events, meetings and activities, and updates you on the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.

	New PtP publications

	PtP briefing note: Sustainable Communities Act

	Are your LSP partners up to speed on the Sustainable Communities Act? The Act is almost unique in arising directly from a ‘bottom-up’ process of campaigning by a cross-party coalition of MPs and community organisations and a private members bill, sponsored by Nick Hurd (Conservative member of Parliament for Ruislip-Northwood). The Act offers opportunities to obtain more details on the total public funding available in a local area and make proposals for using those funds in different ways. PtP has produced a 6-page briefing which can be used to help your partners understand the opportunities the Act offers.  The LGC has also published an article “A rare chance to demand power” which discusses the Act.

	PtP Prospectus: Supporting partnership challenges in the south east

	This concise leaflet provides at-a-glance information about how PtP can help LSPs. It summarises the key stages of LSP development, the main issues challenging the south east, and the services PtP offers. A list of twelve key success criteria for LSPs provides a useful checklist for LSP partners and managers.

	PtP Case Study: Milton Keynes – A partnership approach to community cohesion

	This 10-page case study looks at actions taken in Milton Keynes by the LSP in a six-step process to improve community cohesion.

	New learning module resource – economic development

	After a successful pilot of this learning module in February, this pack is designed to enable practitioners to run a successful learning module, aimed at elected members, on economic development. The module pack includes:

· Background note on the policy context 
· Facilitator’s guide explaining the purpose and structure of the module 

· Detailed facilitator’s agenda for running the event 

· Outline presentation with detailed speaking notes for the first part of the day 

· Materials for group exercises 

· Evaluation form
Subsidies to support all five PtP learning modules are available. For information on other learning modules visit the webpage or for more information contact alison@seemp.co.uk. 

	New publications - other

	New Audit Commission report 

	The Audit Commission has just published a new report: 'Working better together? Managing local strategic partnerships', along with a number of background papers. The report reviews LSP arrangements for performance, resource management, and governance. It recognises that LSPs are evolving and maturing but stresses that local and national partners still need to recognise the key dynamics that support partnership working. Key findings include:

· Too few LSPs take an area-wide approach to performance and resource management
· Some LSPs have well developed performance arrangements, but less developed resource management
· Most LSPs have progress to make on their improvement journey if they are to deliver the outcomes from their sustainable community strategy and Local Area Agreement (LAA).

	CLG - Planning together (April 2009)

	This is an updated practical guide on ways that Local Strategic Partnerships can work more closely and effectively with planners to ensure LSP partners influence spatial planning and local infrastructure in its development. 

	New publications on community empowerment

	See this selection of new reports by independent organisations all available on our website here.

	Funding news

	Migration Impacts Fund – deadline 1st May

	Applications for the Migration Impacts Fund must be submitted to GOSE by 5pm on Friday 1st May 09. This grant is available for all local service providers - including the police, local authorities and primary care trusts - to take a strategic view on addressing the impacts of migration locally. GOSE has produced this updated guidance note for south east applicants   and a government office Q&A can be found here.

	Other PtP resources

	PtP Area Leads

	Each LSP in the south east now has a named PtP area lead.  Your LSP’s area lead will be making contact with the LSP coordinator and Chair over the coming weeks. He/she will provide a first port-of-call for your LSP and will provide ongoing dedicated support, including:
· helping your LSP to identify development and support needs
· signposting your LSP to suitable PtP resources and other support
· identifying examples of effective and innovative practice
· acting as a ‘critical friend’ and providing challenge and support
-     helping you make links with other partnerships.

	PtP course – Making Partnerships Work

	This three-day bespoke course is available to LSPs, and the feedback from the most recent one has been particularly positive. The elements in the course which delegates found most useful were: the relationship between individual profiles and the group context of partnership working; how work on Local Area Agreements (LAAs) and Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) is developing elsewhere; and the one-to-one feedback sessions for MBTI (Myers Brigg Type Indicator) and Occupational Personality Questionnaires (OPQ). A typical comment in the post-event evaluation was: ‘A very useful, highly enjoyable course which increased my knowledge of how to develop successful partnerships and the skills involved.’ See more evaluation feedback here.

	New PtP events programme coming up – watch this space…

	The PtP 2009-10 events programme is due to be published soon. The events programme will include: 
· sub-regional workshops on key ‘hot topics’
· practical workshops on specific LAA targets, building on the success of PtP’s ‘Top 10 LAA indicator’ events

· roundtable discussions for senior officers from local authority and partner agencies

· a series of events for elected members; and
· the next PtP annual conference.

More details will follow soon…

	Have your say…

	Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – engagement survey

	Improvement and Efficiency South East is the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (RIEP) for the south east. They have just launched an online questionnaire survey for elected members, local authority officers and their partners. It takes a few minutes to complete and can be found here. 

	Progress through Partnerships (PtP) is the south east region’s capacity building programme for local strategic partnerships (LSPs).  It is governed and funded by Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – the regional improvement and efficiency partnership for the south east.
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