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	Welcome to the latest news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire informs you about events, meetings and activities, and updates you on the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government

	Upcoming PtP events

	Generating value for money through partnerships – 

a leading conference for elected members
click here 

	DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: 19th February 2010, daytime, Local Government House, London
This event for elected members will feature leading speakers to debate how working in partnership can drive efficiencies and save your council money. Details to be confirmed.

	News

	Comprehensive Area Assessment reports published on oneplace website
click here 

	The long-awaited CAA reports are now available online. For the first time, public sector partners are assessed not individually, but across an area, for the services they provide, and how well they work in partnership to tackle issues. There are 152 assessments covering all areas of England. These put together the judgements of six independent inspectorates to create a single snapshot of an area.  Green and red flags are used to give a ‘broad-brush’ rating, and organisation assessment scores are 1 to 4. 

	New economic recovery powers for councils
click here 

	The Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act gives councils new powers to lead economic recovery locally. Under the Act, councils will a stronger economic role that requires them to work closely with local people, businesses and regional partners to deliver growth. Measures include new powers to create ‘Economic Prosperity Boards’ and the creation of Multi-Area Agreements (MAAs) with statutory duties. 

	£31.7m new fund for efficiency and transformation
click here

	Speaking at the SOLACE annual conference (22 Oct 09), Rosie Winterton MP, Minister for Local Government, announced new action to support value for money in public services. A 
further £31.7m of efficiency and transformation funding is to be distributed through the nine Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnerships (RIEPs). Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) have been allocated £4.6 million of the total. The money will help councils and local service delivery partners “identify and use innovative ways to maintain quality local services in a challenging fiscal climate, and to fully harness the power of public spending to benefit local communities”. An edited version of Ms Winterton’s speech, which includes examples of the impact of local area agreements (LAAs) on communities and on economic renewal, is available via eGov Monitor here.
This is in addition to funds available to English local authorities through the CLG’s Customer Led Transformation Fund, which is being distributed via IDeA. Information about this latter fund is on the IdeA Customer Insight and Social Media online Communities of Practice (CoPs). For more details, contact Alexandra Marshall, IdeA, alexandra.marshall@idea.gov.uk  
tel 020 7296 6212.

	Local Innovation Awards 2009: shortlist announced                                    click here

	The shortlist for the next stage of the Local Innovation Awards Scheme, which replaces the Beacon Awards, was announced at the Improvement Conference in Manchester on 25 November 2009. The categories include ‘building economic resilience’; ‘tackling challenging community issues’; and ‘achieving more through partnerships’, which is for the local area that want to establish new partnership arrangements to provide or procure creative value for money solutions to providing local services.  The ‘The winners will be announced in March 2010. You can view the shortlisted applications on the Local Innovation Awards Scheme website via the link above. 

	Smarter Government – pledge of further £3 billion
click here 

	The prime minister has pledged a further £3bn in efficiency savings through what he said would be a radical transformation of Whitehall and of local service provision. Many of the plans, outlined in Putting the front line first: smarter government, published on December 7, centre on greater use of technology and more devolution to frontline public services. Pressure to provide value for money would also be generated by publishing detailed information on all aspects of public services ‘to encourage feedback and dialogue between professional and citizen’, Gordon Brown said.
Details of the Pre-Budget Report are also now online – click here. 

	PtP Resources updates

	Final call for Central Fund applications

	Almost all LSPs have now put in their bids. If you have not already done so, please send in yours as soon as possible. Funding is contingent on completion of the Improvement Network self-assessment questionnaire, to be submitted with the bid. If you have any queries, please discuss them with Alison Craig at PtP, or with your Area Lead. Details on how to apply are on the PtP website here.
PtP Practitioner Associates are highly experienced peers available for assignments with LSPs as part of your Central Fund bid, or additionally. They are free at the point of use. View their profiles here.

Practitioner Associates Melvyn Howell and David East presented the programme at the PtP Annual Conference – see their presentation summary slides here.
Bespoke PtP Learning Modules aimed at elected Members are available on different aspects of partnership working, such as scrutiny of partnerships, using partnerships to strengthen community leadership, and economic development. Materials from previous modules are on the PtP website here.

	Other new resources 

	Connecting the Dots – new Demos report                                                          click here

	This Demos report asks how a joined-up approach will help us address ‘wicked problems’ that have no single solution, involve a complex interplay between causal factors, and cut across departmental and agency remits. Looking at the issues of drug trafficking, gang crime and climate change, it explores how a collaborative approach can help to address these in a more realistic and successful way and to manage the interconnected nature of risk.

	New LSP websites funded by PtP

	Last year’s Central Fund bids included work to improve LSP communications, and here are some new and improved websites:
East Hampshire Community Partnership
This new website is a central resource for partners and the public to access information on the partnership, with dedicated areas for each thematic sub-groups.   

Key features of the website - 

· Dedicated sections for each of the EHCP sub-groups - managed and up-dated by sub-group members 

· Interactive calendar of all Partnership events - view by date, up-coming, and sub-group categories
· Latest news section - download the latest copy of the EHCP newsletter 

· Online EHCP Action Plan - keep up-to-date on progress of the sub-groups against the Community Strategy outcomes 
Havant Local Strategic Partnership
This has been upgraded to 5.3 version of Immediacy with breadcrumb, forum and scroller plug-ins installed.

Winchester District Strategic Partnership
This site has been redesigned to be clearer and more user-friendly.

The Gosport Partnership has launched the new website Gosport Travel, a one-stop guide to getting around Gosport.

	Progress through Partnerships (PtP) is the south east region’s capacity building programme for local strategic partnerships (LSPs).  It is governed and funded by Improvement and Efficiency South East (IESE) – the regional improvement and efficiency partnership for the south east.
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	If you would like to be added to the circulation list for this newswire, or if you no longer wish to receive it, please contact Janine Gill at PtP janine@seemp.co.uk.  
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