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	Welcome to the eighth news bulletin from Progress through Partnership (PtP).  This regular newswire keeps you up to date with the latest news from the PtP.   It will inform you about events, meetings and activities we have planned.  We will also update you with the latest thinking on partnerships from around the region and central government.
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	News

	

	Latest PtP Newsletter

	The latest PtP newsletter has now been circulated and is available to download from our website. If you would like a hard copy please contact Emily Parrett at Emily@seemp.co.uk.  

	
	read more

	Deadline for drawing down PtP credits

	The deadline for returning your completed development plans is Friday 14th March. PtP needs to know how you are planning to spend your LSP credits by this date or the available funds will be reallocated to central PtP activities. Your plans must be agreed with PtP by this date. Templates and examples are available on the PtP website. If you need any further support please contact you liaison contact from the PtP team, this information is available by following the link. 

	
	read more

	Need free facilitation support?

	There are still free practitioner associate days on offer for LSPs to utilise when tailoring draw-down activities. This resource of experienced practitioners, elected members and partner chairs spread across the region are funded through PtP as an additional resource to offer peer support to partnerships.
Some of the skills they can offer are:

· Facilitation
· Mentoring & Coaching
· Peer Evaluation & Feedback
· One to One or Group Support
· Another perspective/shared experiences
If you are considering using a practitioner associate or would like more information please contact Sarah at Sarah@seemp.co.uk or visit the website.

	
	read more

	Have your say on Community Engagement Matters?

	A strategic empowerment network called ‘Every Voice Counts’ has been established to help coordinate community engagement activities in the south east. A consortium has been formed led by Community Development South East and is made up of representatives from the region. Every Voice Counts is hosting a number of consultation events sub-regionally to gather information on current practice and community engagement activity. The information gathered will aid in building a community empowerment database for the south east.

Events are being held at (Some dates yet to be confirmed):
· Christ Church University, Canterbury – 14th March

· Orchard House, Crawley – April/May
· The Hub, High Wycombe – April/May
· Popley Community Centre, Basingstoke – April/May
If you would like more information or would to attend an event please email info@twics.org.uk or call 023 8067 1111

	
	read more

	Part-Time Development Worker Opportunity

	Community Development South East is currently looking for a short term Development Worker to undertake a focused piece of work for 24 days. The work relating to this role concerns the nature, quality and expansion of community empowerment activity. The post is 1 day per week or equivalent and can be offered as a secondment.
If you would like to find out more please follow the link

	
	read more

	

	

	Events

	

	Surrey Improvement Conference: Win-win solutions, partnership approach to community engagement

	The Surrey Improvement Partnership is sponsoring a conference focusing on the role of partnerships in involving the community at the heart of decision making. The event will be held at the LGA, London on Tuesday 8th April 2008.  Keynote Speaker is Ed Cox, Director of Policy and Public Affairs at the Local Government Information Unit. 

The purpose of the event is to:
· Review legislative changes and policy initiatives in this area

· To find out how the Surrey Improvement Partnership have sought to address these challenges

· To share experiences and ideas drawing on local case studies

If you are interested in attending or would like more information contact Vicki Cartledge on Vicki.cartledge@solaceenterprises.com or follow link.

	
	read more

	Forging New Relationships: The role of community in setting the empowerment agenda

	Every Voice Counts and Community Development South East are hosting a conference in June/July 2008 at The Centre Conference venue in Slough, SL1 4UT. The conference will look at best practice examples of community empowerment in the south east and aim to set an agenda for improved community engagement collaboration in the region.
The key aims of the conference are to:
· Better understand empowerment
· Gather and disseminate information about community empowerment and what works at a local and regional level
· Encourage co-ordinated and partnership action
For more information email John Stevens on info@twics.org.uk or phone 023 9235 6936

	
	read more

	Making Spending Public – 1st & 2nd April, Newcastle

	The Participatory Budgeting Unit at CLG is hosting a National Participatory Budgeting Celebration Event called ‘Making Spending Public’ on the 1st & 2nd April 08 at St James Park Conference Centre. The event will be hosted by Newcastle City Council. Participatory budgeting gives people a direct say in how part of a public budget is spent on services and facilities in their local area.  It is a crucial part of the government’s drive to devolve more decisions to local communities and help people get engaged. Key note speakers include Baroness Andrews OBE. For more programme information follow the link.
Please contact Lorraine Shaw if you would like to attend by the 11th March at lorraine@participatorybudgeting.org.uk or telephone the Participatory Budgeting Unit on 0161 236 9321. 

	
	read more

	

	

	Publications

	

	Principles of Representation: A framework for effective third sector representation in LSPs

	This document provides a set of guiding principles intended to assist the local third sector to organise itself and maximise the impact of its voice on LSPs. It has been drafted through CLG by a third sector stakeholder group.

	
	read more

	The Future for Lifelong Learning: An Independent Commission of Inquiry

	This is a briefing on the current progress and future plans for the Inquiry into the Future for Lifelong Learning. The inquiries aim is to make recommendations for a strategic framework that will maximise the contribution that adult learning can make. Lifelong Learning has an impact on securing a future of economic prosperity, social justice, social cohesion and personal wellbeing, and environmental sustainability. Follow the link for the latest briefing.

	
	read more

	Cabinet Office, Briefing for LSPs NI 7: Environment for a thriving Third Sector

	The Office of the Third Sector (OTS) has published a briefing note to provide Local Strategic Partnerships (local public, private and third sector representatives) with more information and guidance on National Indicator 7 – ‘An environment for a thriving third sector’. It includes information on why NI7 has been included, how performance will be measured, the new third sector survey and guidance on agreeing NI7 improvement targets.

Further information on the new local government performance framework can be found on the CLG website. CLG have also published final detailed definitions for 138 of the national indicators, these both can be found via the link below.

	
	read more

	Local/Regional discussions on rural proofing of Local Area Agreements

	The commission for rural communities have produced some discussion notes on the rural proofing of Local Area Agreement to plan and achieve local objectives. To access these notes follow the link.

	
	read more

	

	

	Useful Links

	

	Performance Framework, Partnerships and Local Area Agreements

	Access the latest information regarding performance frameworks and the impact on partnerships and LAAs. Links and publications can be found on the CLG website.

	
	read more

	People and Participation.net

	People and Participation.net is an interactive consultation tool providing practical information for those encouraging and working to involve people in decision making. The site contains case studies, a range of consultation methods, a participatory library and allows users to ask questions to the experts on involving people.

People & Participation.net is based on the previous Involve book and provides a useful summary of participatory methods and practices. The website has been developed so that these methods and practices can be kept up to date.

	
	read more

	

	Subscribe/Unsubscribe

	

	If you would like to be added to the circulation list for this newswire, or if you no longer wish to receive it, please contact Emily Parrett at Emily@seemp.co.uk. 
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